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P O L I T I C S

How Indian Americans Got the President’s Ear

After years of trying to build influence, the Indian American political world is starting to feel a sense of actual power and

clout in the new administration.

A health worker waits to receive a Covid-19 vaccine at a government hospital in Mumbai, India, in January. |
Rafiq Maqbool/AP Photo
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S
hekar Narasimhan started calling and emailing the White House on a
Wednesday—the same day India’s Covid-19 death toll reached a record
2,000 people in a single day. News of oxygen shortages, overrun

hospitals and depleting vaccine supplies had been trickling in from India all
week, and Narasimhan, a longtime Democratic fundraiser who chairs a super
PAC focused on mobilizing Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, was among
the rising chorus of Indian American voices calling for the U.S. to do more.

Within 24 hours, he had heard back from a White House official, who told him
that a team had been assembled to consider the situation. Two days after that,
Secretary of State Antony Blinken tweeted that the U.S. would “rapidly deploy
additional support to the people of India.” The following day, national security
adviser Jake Sullivan spoke on the phone with his Indian counterpart, Ajit
Doval, and the administration announced it would make select raw materials
needed for vaccine production “immediately available” to India, along with
supplies of therapeutics, rapid diagnostic tests, ventilators and personal
protective equipment. And on Monday, the White House said it was releasing
60 million doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine to India and the rest of the world.
A little over a week after Narasimhan and other activists first began contacting
the White House, planes loaded with medical supplies were en route to New
Delhi.
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Narasimhan says that in decades working as an advocate on behalf of the
Indian American community, nothing like this had ever happened before. As a
reporter, I’ve been covering the political influence of the country’s more than 4
million Indian Americans for years, and that rings true: Up until now,
pronouncements of growing clout have largely relied on statistics—things like
increasing voter turnout, political donations and the growing number of Indian
Americans entering electoral politics—rather than a record of actual policy
wins.

“I cannot think of a single example where we have had this kind of access”
before, Narasimhan said. A few moments earlier, he had to halt our interview
to take a call from the White House.

After years of trying to build its influence—raising money, supporting
candidates, building a ground game—the Indian American political world is
starting to feel a sense of actual power and clout in the Biden-Harris
administration—one that, it hopes, marks a new era for U.S. politics.

“Now we are at a point where we know that when Indian Americans call, the
highest levels of the administration listen,” said Sanjeev Joshipura, executive
director of Indiaspora, a nonpartisan network of Indian American leaders.

The Indian American population has been growing steadily over the past few
decades—it’s among the fastest-growing and most prosperous minority groups
in the country, a trend that has also served to elevate its political influence. It
notched a symbolic win when Kamala Harris, whose late mother was from
India, took the oath of office as vice president; Joshipura estimates that
members of the Indian American community raised $20 million to $30 million
for political candidates across both parties in the 2020 presidential election
alone—a record.

Over the past several weeks, the administration heard mounting anger and
desperation from those voters. After taking office, President Joe Biden left in
place a Trump-era ban on exports of raw materials needed to produce Covid-19
vaccines a measure the administration felt was necessary to ensure enough

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/fact-sheet/asian-americans-indians-in-the-u-s/
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vaccines, a measure the administration felt was necessary to ensure enough

vaccinations for Americans. But pressure to change course started building as
the gravity of the crisis in India began to crystallize. (A U.S. ambassador to
India has yet to be nominated; the portfolio is currently being run by a chargé
d’affaires, a lower diplomatic rank).

“I don’t think they understood the widespread panic,” said Milan Vaishnav, a
senior fellow and director of the South Asia Program at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace. “Things were spinning out of control.”

On April 16, Adar Poonawalla, CEO of the Serum Institute of India, the world’s
largest vaccine manufacturer, made a direct appeal to the president on Twitter:
“Respected @POTUS, if we are to truly unite in beating this virus, on behalf of
the vaccine industry outside the U.S., I humbly request you to lift the embargo
of raw material exports out of the U.S. so that vaccine production can ramp up.
Your administration has the details.”

Although it’s unclear how big a role America’s export ban played in India’s
vaccine woes—domestic factors, including a fire at the Serum Institute and
India’s own export of more than 60 million vaccine doses as part of a global
charm offensive, also played a part—the plea set Indian American Twitter
alight. In the weeks that followed, prominent members of the community,
many of them on the receiving end of a steady stream of anguished messages
from friends and family in India, began demanding that Biden do more to help
India manage the crisis.

Ashish Jha, dean of the school of public health at Brown University tweeted
that the U.S. is “sitting on 35-40 million doses of Astra Zeneca vaccine
Americans will never use. Can we please give or lend them to India? Like may
be now? It’ll help. A lot.”
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Neal Katyal, a lawyer and former U.S. Acting Solicitor General, tweeted: “We
just created oxygen on mars. Methinks there must be a way for America to get
more O2 to India.” Salman Rushdie urged Biden to overturn the export ban,
too.

Even Meena Harris, niece of the vice president, weighed in, retweeting a
message that read simply, “Get more vaccines to India. Get more vaccines to
India. Get more vaccines to India.” All the while, Kamala Harris herself was
quiet on the matter, speaking out publicly about it for the first time on the day
the administration announced its assistance, saying, “We pray for the people of
India.”

Behind the scenes, Joshipura said Indiaspora members were in close contact
with administration officials. “We were very active at the very, very highest
levels of the administration, starting with the president on downwards,” he
said.

That back-channel offensive targeted the entire senior ranks of the
administration, said Narasimhan. “There isn’t a single senior person in the
White House who didn’t hear from somebody who said, ‘Hey, we’ve got a
problem.’”

On Friday, April 23, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce—whose members, many
of them with operations in India, had been sounding the alarm—issued a
statement calling on the White House to “to release the millions of AstraZeneca
vaccine doses in storage.”

“We were on the phone constantly with the administration saying, ‘Guys, this is
bad,’” said Nisha Biswal, senior vice president for South Asia at the Chamber
and head of the U.S.-India Business Council. "Within 48 hours, the
administration started to take action. “Once we did mobilize, they did move on
a dime.”
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While it’s possible Biden would have taken the steps he did even without the
chorus of Indian American voices demanding action—India is widely viewed as
an important strategic partner in Asia—the groundswell no doubt accelerated
the pace of the administration’s response. “I’m not saying we necessarily
changed their decision,” Joshipura said. “But we definitely played a role in
expediting it. And the commitment of the highest levels of the administration
to the decision was definitely influenced by what we did.”

What he and other Indian American civil society groups did was build a bona
fide political juggernaut. Voter turnout among Indian Americans has
skyrocketed in recent years. New polling from Narasimhan’s AAPI Victory
Fund found that, across 48 states with vote history, the number of votes cast by
Asian Americans, including Indian Americans, increased by a staggering 46
percent in 2020, compared with just 12 percent among all other voters—a
trend that primarily benefited Democrats. Sixty-five to 70 percent of Indian
Americans voted for Biden in 2020, roughly similar to the percentage that
voted for Hillary Clinton in 2016. In Georgia, a state that voted blue in 2020 for
the first time in nearly 30 years, the surge in Asian American turnout far
exceeded the margin of victory. And of the record amounts of cash that Indian
American voters poured into the last election cycle, most went to Democrats.

That helps explain the swiftness of the administration’s response. “In a 48-
hour period you saw the U.S government go from 0 to 60,” Vaishnav said,
recalling the days just prior to the administration’s announcement that it
would send raw materials and other aid to India. “That’s because Indian
Americans mobilized. They went on social media, they called everyone they
knew in government, they called everyone they contributed money to.”

It’s also not just Indian Americans’ firepower as voters and donors that may
have nudged the Biden administration into action. There are now enough
Indian Americans serving in Congress—Ami Bera, Raja Krishnamoorthi, Ro
Khanna, Pramila Jayapal and, before she was tapped as vice president, Kamala
Harris—to warrant a name: the “samosa” caucus, whose members all publicly
advocated for action to assist India.

http://aapidata.com/blog/voting-gains/
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Several of them want the president to go even further and require U.S. vaccine-
makers to license production know-how to drugmakers in India and elsewhere.
“They’re not allowing manufacturers to use the vaccine, even manufacturers
willing to pay for it,” said Khanna, vice chair of the House Caucus on India and
Indian Americans, in an interview with the progressive news organization
Truthout. “And what we’re saying is, “No, they need to be required to license
it.”

One hundred ten members of Congress have signed a letter to the president
asking him to support a proposal by India and South Africa to temporarily
waive some patent provisions under the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights framework, a position the administration has so far refused to
take and that pharmaceutical industry groups and some legislators oppose.

AD

There are some who say the Indian American community needs to use its
newfound power to go beyond humanitarian measures and pressure the U.S.
into a harder political line against Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. “This
is a man-made crisis,” said Prerna Singh, an associate professor of political
science and international Studies at Brown University. “And that man is Modi.”

Modi’s missteps during the pandemic have been widely criticized, but he
remains hugely popular among Indian Americans, irrespective of their political
affiliation. Modi, who was famously friendly with former President Donald
Trump, has used increasingly authoritarian tactics to stifle dissent, such as
ordering social media companies to remove posts critical of the government’s
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pandemic response. “What Modi is doing is anti-democratic,” said Singh, who
wants the diaspora and the Biden administration to speak out against what she
believes is Modi’s culpability in the disaster unfolding in India. Narasimhan, on
the other hand, said this would “politicize a humanitarian crisis when people
are dying” and that “it’s not our place to decide who is at fault, but to do what
we can to help.”

Though the crisis in India is far from over and efforts by Indian Americans to
assist the country are ongoing, the administration’s actions to date represent
perhaps the most momentous political win for the community in recent
memory. But it isn’t their first.

In the early 2000s, Indian Americans mobilized to push the government to lift
economic and military sanctions that had been imposed on India after it tested
a nuclear weapon in 1998. President George W. Bush obliged, pushing the U.S.
into a closer relationship with India that persists today.

One senior senator back then was particularly receptive to the move, writing in
a letter to Bush that “the economic sanctions against India serve to stigmatize
rather than stabilize” and that if the sanctions are removed, “India will respond
with reciprocal acts of goodwill in nonproliferation and other arenas.”

That senator’s name was Joe Biden.
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NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s hospitals

were packed with coronavirus patients,

relatives of the sick scrambled to find

supplies of oxygen, and crematoriums

were running near full capacity to

handle the dead.

Yet despite those clear signs of an

overwhelming health crisis, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi pressed ahead
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Minister Narendra Modi pressed ahead

with a densely packed campaign rally.

“I have never seen such a huge crowd

before!” he roared to his supporters in

West Bengal state on April 17, before key

local elections. “Wherever I can see, I

can only see people. I can see nothing

else.”

As another deadly wave of COVID-19

infections was swamping India, Modi’s

government refused to cancel a giant

Hindu festival. Cricket matches,

attended by tens of thousands, carried

on, too.

The catastrophic surge has badly dented

Modi’s political image after he drew

praise last year for moving quickly to

lock down India’s nearly 1.4 billion

people. Now, he’s been called a “super-

spreader” by the vice president of the

Indian Medical Association, Dr. Navjot

Dahiya.

ADVERTISEMENT

With deaths mounting and a touted

vaccine rollout faltering badly, Modi has

pushed much of the responsibility for

fighting the virus onto poorly equipped

and unprepared state governments and

even onto patients themselves, critics

say.

“It is a crime against humanity,” author

and activist Arundhati Roy said of

Modi’s handling of the virus. “Foreign

governments are rushing to help. But as

long as decision-making remains with

Modi, who has shown himself to be

incapable of working with experts or

looking beyond securing narrow

political gain, it will be like pouring aid

into a sieve.”

MORE ON THE PANDEMIC

– 'Horrible' weeks ahead as India's
virus catastrophe worsens

– US parents excited over prospect
of virus shots for children

– Biden aims to vaccinate 70% of
American adults by July 4
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The 70-year-old, whose image as a

technocrat brought him deep approval

from a middle class weary of corruption

and bureaucratic dysfunction, has been

accused of stifling dissent and choosing

politics over public health.

When the official COVID-19 death toll

crossed 200,000 — a number experts

say is a severe undercount — Modi was

silent.

His government says it is on a “war

footing,” ramping up hospital capacity,

supplies of oxygen and drugs.

“The present COVID pandemic is a

once-in-a-century crisis,” Information

and Broadcasting Minister Prakash

Javadekar told The Associated Press.

“All efforts are being made to overcome

the situation by the central government

in close coordination with the state

governments and society at large.”

When Modi won national elections in

2014, he presented himself as someone

who could unlock economic growth by

merging business-friendly policies with

a Hindu nationalist ideology.

Critics saw him as craving power over

the national welfare and catering to his

Hindu nationalist base. They blamed

him — although courts exonerated him

— in the bloody 2002 anti-Muslim riots

in Gujarat state, where he was chief

minister.

ADVERTISEMENT

The economy tumbled after his

government overhauled India’s cash

supply and introduced a goods and

services tax. Yet, he easily won

reelection in 2019 on a wave of

nationalism following clashes with

archrival Pakistan.

Despite a second term marred by a

souring economy, widening social strife,

and deadly clashes with neighboring

China “Modi has proven to be
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China, Modi has proven to be

incredibly politically resilient,” said

Milan Vaishnav, director of the South

Asia program at the Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace.

When the coronavirus hit, Vaishnav said

Modi took an approach different from

former President Donald Trump and

current Brazilian President Jair

Bolsonaro.

“He never called the virus a hoax. He

took it seriously. He encouraged mask-

wearing, social distancing. He

encouraged the sorts of things health

authorities everywhere have been calling

for,” he added.

The strict lockdown, imposed on four

hours’ notice, stranded tens of millions

of migrant workers who were left jobless

and fled to villages with many dying

along the way. But experts say the

decision helped contain the virus and

bought time for the government.

Cases rose when the country started

reopening in June 2020, and the

government developed emergency

infrastructure plans. When the wave

receded and reported cases plummeted

over the winter, many officials saw it as

a triumph. States dismantled makeshift

hospitals and delayed adding ICU beds

and ventilators.

The government had sought to create

162 oxygen plants earlier, but has only

built 38. It says 105 more will be built

this month.

The fragile health care system was not

upgraded enough, said Gautam Menon,

a science professor at Ashoka

University, “and with the current surge,

we’re seeing precisely the consequences

of not doing this.”

When cases ebbed in January, Modi

crowed about India’s success, telling the

World Economic Forum that the

country “has saved humanity from a big

disaster by containing corona

effectively.”

His ruling Bharatiya Janata Party hailed

his “visionary leadership,” making India

a “proud and victorious nation in the
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a proud and victorious nation in the

fight against COVID.”

In mid-March, tens of thousands

attended cricket matches against

England at Narendra Modi stadium in

Gujarat, an event that swelled national

pride even amid warnings that

infections were climbing.

On March 21, advertisements on the

front pages of newspapers read,

“Beautiful Clean Safe,” as Modi and a

political ally welcomed Hindu devotees

to the Kumbh Mela, a pilgrimage to the

Ganges River that drew millions

throughout April.

By contrast, in March 2020, his

government blamed a Muslim gathering

of 3,000 for an initial spike in infections

in a move that triggered violence and

boycotts, even as courts dismissed the

accusations.

Critics have blasted the BJP for holding

election rallies packed with tens of

thousands of unmasked supporters,

particularly in West Bengal. Other

parties also campaigned to large crowds.

Bowing to criticism, Modi began

appearing over video instead of live, but

the crowds remained.

Though his party was defeated in the

state, analysts say he still enjoys

popularity nationwide.

Meanwhile, India’s vaccination

campaign begun in January has

sputtered amid perceptions the virus

was defeated. Only 10% of the

population has received one shot and

fewer than 2% have gotten both since it

began in January.

The latest effort to inoculate those

between 18 and 44 has been left to states

and the private sector — an approach

that critics say will make it easier for the

government to pass blame when

problems arise. Already, several states

have said they don’t have enough

vaccine to even start.

The surge has sparked assistance from

overseas, a reversal of India’s earlier

success at “vaccine diplomacy” when it

AP NEWS
Top Stories VideoTopics Listen

https://apnews.com/
https://apnews.com/
https://apnews.com/hub/videos


5/5/2021 India's virus surge damages Modi's image of competence

https://apnews.com/article/india-sports-coronavirus-pandemic-health-d38a9060e8a115a5389f816b857cd481 6/7

success at vaccine diplomacy  when it

exported 64 million doses. Some say

Modi’s flagship self-sufficiency

campaign, known as “Make in India,” is

being undermined.

“India has long sought to project itself

as a strong nation that need not be

dependent on any other. Its immediate

need for international assistance flies in

the face of that image,” said Michael

Kugelman of the Asia Program at the

Washington-based Wilson Center.

Some Modi supporters are lashing out.

When BJP lawmaker Kesar Singh

Gangwar died of the virus in Uttar

Pradesh state, his son said Modi’s office

didn’t help.

“What kind of government is this? What

kind of PM is Modi?” said Vishal

Gangwar. “If he cannot provide

treatment to a lawmaker of his own

party, what is happening to a common

man is anybody’s guess.”

To circumvent such criticism, the

government ordered Twitter to remove

posts criticizing his pandemic response.

In BJP-run Uttar Pradesh, authorities

recently charged a man over a tweet

pleading for oxygen for his dying

grandfather, accusing him of “circulating

a rumor,” as top officials deny

widespread oxygen shortages.

“To blame social media or users for

either critiquing or begging for help is

just — I mean, what are their priorities?

To help people or silence criticism?”

said digital rights activist Nikhil Pahwa.

The level of urban and middle class

anger at Modi is unprecedented,

political analyst Vaishnav said, although

it is blunted by supporters who believe

he can do no wrong.

“He shouldn’t be expected to solve all

problems by himself. The government

machinery which existed before him, full

of corruption, is to blame,” said Sunil

Saini, a driver in New Delhi. “My vote

will go to Modi the next time too.”

___

Nessman reported from Atlanta.
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Associated Press writer Biswajeet

Banerjee in Lucknow contributed to this

report.
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U.S. travel ban leaves many high skilled
workers stranded in India and families frantic
in U.S.

(https://www.newsindiatimes.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2021-05-

01T182833Z_1_LYNXMPEH401R0_RTROPTP_4_HEALTH-CORONAVIRUS-INDIA.jpg)

A patient suffering from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) receives treatment inside the casualty ward at a
hospital in New Delhi, India, May 1, 2021. REUTERS/Danish Siddiqui

Neha Mahajan, co-founder of Skilled Immigrants in America, is at the end of her tether personally.

Usually, a stoic �ghter who has championed the cause of high skilled workers on H-1B and H-4

spouse visas, Mahajan broke down while relating her travails which center around a tragic Covid-

19 death in the family, her husband’visa woes, her injury, and her two daughters.

As if it was not enough that India is going through the worst phase of the Covid-19 pandemic to

date, with the diaspora on tenterhooks, another twist has been added with the U.S. travel ban on

India starting May 4, 2021.

By  Ela Dutt (https://www.newsindiatimes.com/author/ela/)  - May 2, 2021
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On April 17, 2021, Mahajan’s husband went to India as doctors informed him his father was

critically ill from Covid-19. Her husband is an H-1B visa holder in the U.S. who applied for the green

card back in 2012 and is still waiting nearly a decade later, Neha Mahajan told News India Times.

He is stuck in India even though he has an exemption from the travel ban on India imposed by the

Biden administration effective May 4, 2021, applying to non-immigrants. He has to have his

passport stamped with the visa and no U.S. Consulate is open to do that at this moment, Mahajan

says.

“I am worried sick,” Mahajan said. Her husband is exempt from the travel ban because the couple

has a child who is a U.S. citizen under 21. But the work visa has to be stamped every three years in

the passport. In Mahajan’s husband’s case, he had gotten valid extensions over and above the 3 year

rule, from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service, for that visa stamp through the period of the

Trump administration. Then the pandemic hit, further impeding travel.  Her father-in-law’s illness

forced her husband to leave for India, which meant he had to get the visa stamped before returning.

“If the system was fair, he would have got his green card by now,” notes Mahajan. She has been

trying every avenue to bring him back, including writing to U.S. Senator Cory Booker, reaching out

to the Indian Consulate. All to no avail so far.

Mahajan luckily has a full-time job, but she has not slept a wink since April 17, what with holding

down that fulltime job, taking care of two children, and not yet recovered from a major accident

last September which has her still not fully mobile. All the pressures could affect her own mental

health.

“How is it that no U.S. Consulate is open in India to stamp his passport, and there is no waiver of

the stamp,” she questions, adding, “The same documents that a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration

of�cer checks in India are again checked on arrival in the U.S. Why can’t they be checked just in

the U.S. on arrival and the stamp in India waived?”

“If you have to actually get a visa stamped, that has been a problem already (even before the travel

ban)” because U.S. Consulates are functioning blow par during the pandemic, notes Greg Siskind,

an immigration attorney with Siskind Susser PC, put part of the blame for delays of this kind on

the State Department’s archaic modus operandi. While virtually all other departments including

USCIS, have updated their technology with a considerable amount of work being handled online,

the State Department has lagged.
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“The State has not adapted their procedures,” Siskind says, including not letting of�cers access

accounts online, and requiring them to be available in person. Today, immigration estimates there

may be a backlog of one million green card applicants, different from the State Department

estimate of some 470,000 in January 2021.

Siskind was also critical of the “very vague information” emanating from the State Department, on

things like the National Interest Exemption. “We have gotten very poor information from the last

administration and this one, part of the reason being the current administration is still �lling the

posts. “But that’s not an excuse. There are enough career professionals” to carry out the job, Siskind

says.

His �rm which �led a class action lawsuit against the State Department in March (Kinsley v

Blinken), will be submitting an amendment after May 4, adding India to the list of countries. The

lawsuit challenges whether bans are even legal going by the Constitution.

There are many people like Mahajan and her husband and many more who did not travel to India

to see their immediate family stricken by Covid. She knows because she hears from them all the

time on her social media accounts asking her what to do and relating their stories.

“They had to choose between letting their parents die or risking not getting the stamp (for re-entry

into the U.S.),” she says. She has been a sort of guiding light because of her activism in the Indian

high-skilled workers community.

She notes that families like hers and those of so many H-1B visa holders, are not a priority in the

midst of what looks like a dire situation in India, and Washington’s priorities for its own citizens.

“We don’t even come into the equation. It’s like we’ve been left in the middle of nowhere to fend for

ourselves,” Mahajan says.

“People are calling me left, right and center for help. I don’t even have the bandwidth to deal with

these – there are some cases where both parents are dead from Covid; a case where a wife who

does not speak English is here on her own with her kids.

Travel Ban Details
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The travel ban does not bode well even for new H-1Bs or essential healthcare workers. Siskind

noted the following in a tweet May 1: “About 1/10 of doctors who will be new residents in teaching

hospitals in the US are Indian MDs who are supposed to arrive next month. Today’s bar on visa

issuance for Indian nationals could have disastrous effects on the US health care system if those

2K doctors don’t arrive.”

President Biden’s proclamation suspending travel directly from India to the U.S. which goes into

effect for non-immigrants on May 4, in effect means that Indian citizens on H-1B’s, L1’s and other

non-immigrant visas physically present in India will have to travel to another country for 14 days

before traveling to the U.S., Suskind says.

The travel ban does not apply to permanent residents (green card holders), U.S. Citizens, spouses of

U.S. citizens, parents of U.S. citizens and permanent resident children (unmarried and under age

21), as Siskind’s law�rm details on its website.

It also does not apply to siblings of U.S. citizens or permanent residents if both are under 21.

Children of U.S. citizens (including foster children and prospective adoptees) are exempt from the

ban as well. So are travelers coming to U.S. by invitation of the U.S. government, diplomats, NATO

members, UN members, non-citizen members of the military and their families, or those granted a

National Interest Exception (NIE) travel waiver.

The order says it will be reviewed every 30-days by the Secretary of Health and Human Services

and be modi�ed or terminated as is warranted by the COVID-19 conditions in India, Siskind’s

website details, and has provided an app to help those facing issues:

https://gsiskind.app.law/travel-ban-advisor-2021-updated-522021 (https://gsiskind.app.law/travel-

ban-advisor-2021-updated-522021)

“For those of your employees that have valid visas in their passports, it would be prudent to try and

leave India by Monday (May 3) or make plans to spend at least 14 days in another unrestricted

country on the way back,” Siskind Susser PC advised on its website. “We strongly advise that

Indian national employees currently in the US who would not be subject to one of the exceptions

listed above not travel to India until the travel restriction is lifted.”

The advice is too late for Mahajan’s husband who has been in India since his father passed away in

the 3  week of April when the travel ban was yet to be announced.rd

https://gsiskind.app.law/travel-ban-advisor-2021-updated-522021
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Meanwhile, despite the travel ban, the U.S. continues to send aid to India, the equivalent of $100

million in the �rst tranche.

USAID India Tweeted the following May 2, 2021:

@usaid_india “#JustArrived! The 4th �ight in three days from the American people to India. With

enough Remdesivir to provide 20,000 rounds of life-saving therapeutics, this emergency relief

shipment will combat COVID-19 and save lives. Thanks @united for transporting! #USIndiaDosti

twitter.com/usandindia/sta…”

The new restrictions on travel from India were put in place on the advice of the U.S. Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and were imposed because of the surge in India.

Similar travel bans were placed in January on travelers from South Africa, Brazil, the United

Kingdom, Ireland and 26 countries in Europe that allow travel across open borders, Reuters

reported adding that China and Iran are also both covered by the policy.

However, Indian citizens are probably among the most affected by the travel ban as they form the

largest number of H-1B visa holders in the U.S. Those holding L-1, J-1, and B1/Bw2, will also face

problems, according to immigration experts.

Johnson L. Myalil, an immigration attorney in Reston, Virginia, told Americanbazaaronline.com

that hundreds of Indian nationals on various work visas are currently in India.

“When the Covid situation stabilized in the United States, many visa holders went to India to apply

for stamping their visas that were extended, assuming that the pandemic is under control in India.

They are now stuck in India, as tickets for �ight before Tuesday are not available,” Myalil told

Americanbazaaronline.

Meanwhile, many other countries have also placed travel bans on India, including Australia and

even Nigeria.

As of May 1, India’s daily Covid-19 cases passed 400,000, Reuters reported.

(Updated on May 3, 2021)
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How To Change Things
SEE SLIDE TWO.  NO ONE CARES WHAT YOU THINK.  IT IS ALL ABOUT THE
NUMBER OF VOTES AND THE INDIAN COMMUNITY IS THE NEXT BEST VOTING
BLOCK IN TOWN.  EVERYONE WANTS A PIECE OF THAT ACTION.


